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Standard Trim Sizes by Genre 
Trim size refers to the final dimensions of a book after it's printed and cut. Choosing the right 
trim size is crucial for aesthetics, readability, and marketability. 

Fiction & Nonfiction 

●​ Mass Market Paperback: 4.25" x 6.87" 
●​ Trade Paperback: 5" x 8", 5.25" x 8", 5.5" x 8.5", 6" x 9" 
●​ Hardcover: 6" x 9" to 8.5" x 11” 

These sizes are standard for most fiction and nonfiction books, including genres like romance, 
mystery, and memoirs. 

Children’s Books 

●​ Picture Books: 8" x 8", 8.5" x 8.5", 10" x 8", 11" x 8.5" 
●​ Chapter Books: 5" x 8", 5.25" x 8" 

Children’s books often have larger trim sizes to accommodate illustrations and larger text.  

Art & Photography Books 

●​ Common Sizes: 10" x 8", 11" x 8.5", 12" x 12", 13" x 11"​ 

These genres benefit from larger formats to showcase visuals effectively. 

Textbooks & Reference Books 

●​ Standard Sizes: 6" x 9", 7" x 10", 8.5" x 11"​ 

Larger sizes are preferred for academic content to accommodate charts, diagrams, and 
annotations. 

 

Fiction - General & Literary 

Interior Fonts: 

●​ Garamond – Elegant, classic, and highly readable.​
Minion Pro – Professional and modern, with a literary feel. 

●​ Palatino Linotype – Clean and versatile for fiction. 
●​ Georgia – Readable on screens and print; slightly larger x-height. 
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Cover Fonts: 

●​ Baskerville – Sophisticated and timeless. 
●​ Caslon – Historic serif font used in many classic novels. 
●​ Playfair Display – Stylish serif often used for literary covers. 
●​ Libre Baskerville (Google Fonts) – A great free alternative. 

Romance 
Interior Fonts: 

●​ Garamond – Romance classics often use this. 
●​ Sabon – Elegant and warm, perfect for emotionally rich stories. 

Cover Fonts: 

●​ Great Vibes – Flowing script for light romance or contemporary. 
●​ Cinzel – A modern serif with a classical feel, good for historical romance. 
●​ Parisienne – Sweet and delicate script font. 
●​ Bodoni – Bold, stylish, and great for romance titles in all caps 

Thriller & Mystery 
Interior Fonts: 

●​ Georgia – Clean, familiar, and serious. 
●​ Book Antiqua – Traditional yet modern. 

Cover Fonts: 

●​ Bebas Neue – Tall, all-caps sans-serif for a tense vibe. 
●​ Oswald – A narrow sans-serif with edge. 
●​ Impact – Bold and punchy, but use sparingly. 
●​ Trajan Pro – A cinematic serif often seen on covers and film posters. 

Fantasy 
Interior Fonts: 

●​ Garamond – Soft but formal; works well for high fantasy. 
●​ Jenson – Classical and immersive. 
●​ Merriweather – A strong choice for readability in fantasy. 
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Cover Fonts: 

●​ Cinzel Decorative – Epic, serif-based fantasy look. 
●​ Uncial Antiqua – Medieval tone (use with care for legibility). 
●​ IM Fell English – Historical feel without being too “themed.” 
●​ Goudy Medieval – Ideal for magical or high fantasy 

Science Fiction 
Interior Fonts: 

●​ Minion Pro – Clean serif for serious sci-fi. 
●​ Helvetica Neue – Sans-serif for modern or tech-heavy works. 

Cover Fonts: 

●​ Orbitron – Futuristic and clean. 
●​ Exo – Geometric sans-serif with tech energy. 
●​ Eurostile – Square sans-serif with a ‘NASA’ feel. 
●​ Bank Gothic – Blocky and industrial; a sci-fi classic. 

Nonfiction (Memoirs, Self-help, How-to) 
Interior Fonts: 

●​ Palatino – Professional and neutral. 
●​ Source Serif Pro – Clean and contemporary serif. 
●​ Charter – Compact and easy to read. 

Cover Fonts: 

●​ Montserrat – Versatile sans-serif, very popular in nonfiction. 
●​ Raleway – Elegant and structured. 
●​ Lato – Clean, calm, and great for memoirs or wellness books. 
●​ Futura – Bold and modern; popular for business and productivity. 

Children’s Books 
Interior Fonts: 

●​ Century Schoolbook – Clear and readable. 
●​ Comic Sans – Still used in early reader books (sparingly). 
●​ Sassoon Primary – Designed for young children learning to read. 
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Cover Fonts: 

●​ Luckiest Guy – Fun and bold. 
●​ Fredoka One – Rounded, friendly look. 
●​ Baloo Bhai 2 – Chunky and kid-friendly. 
●​ KG Happy – A playful, classroom feel (available via font sites). 

 

Typical Page Counts by Genre 
While page counts can vary, here are general guidelines:​ 

●​ Novels: 70,000–100,000 words (~250–400 pages) 
●​ Novellas: 20,000–50,000 words (~100–200 pages) 
●​ Children’s Picture Books: 500–1,000 words (~32 pages) 
●​ Young Adult: 50,000–80,000 words (~200–300 pages) 
●​ Nonfiction: Varies widely; typically 60,000–80,000 words 

Note that word count and formatting choices (like font size and spacing) significantly impact 
page count.  

 

Book Cover Design Standards by Genre 
Cover design is pivotal in attracting readers. Here are current trends and standards:​ 

Romance 

●​ Trend: Shift from photorealistic "clinch covers" to illustrated "vector couples" with 
minimalist designs and bright backgrounds. 

●​ Reason: Modern aesthetics, broader market appeal, and cost-efficiency.​
 

Mystery & Thriller 

●​ Design Elements: Dark color schemes, bold typography, and imagery suggesting 
suspense or danger.​ 

 

 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/books/2025/04/30/romance-novel-cover-art/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
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Science Fiction & Fantasy 

●​ Design Elements: Futuristic or fantastical imagery, elaborate fonts, and often series 
branding for consistency.​ 

Nonfiction 

●​ Design Elements: Clean layouts, professional typography, and imagery relevant to the 
subject matter.​ 

Children’s Books 

●​ Design Elements: Bright colors, engaging illustrations, and large, readable fonts.​ 

 

Additional Considerations for Self-Published Authors 
●​ ISBN: Essential for distribution and sales tracking. 
●​ Barcodes: Required for retail sales; typically placed on the back cover.​

Interior Formatting: Ensure consistent margins, font choices, and spacing for 
readability. 

●​ Print-on-Demand Services: Platforms like Amazon KDP and IngramSpark have 
specific requirements for file formats and cover dimensions. 

●​ Professional Editing and Design: Investing in professional services can significantly 
enhance the quality and marketability of your book. 

 

By adhering to these industry standards, self-published authors can produce 
professional-quality books that meet reader expectations and compete effectively in the market. 
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